
06-01 Resolution to Increase Membership through 
Online Registration 
Supported by: Colorado, Georgia, Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, and Tennessee

Rationale: The use of technology to increase national and affili-
ate membership strengthens NCSS and professional teaching of the 
social studies.

WHEREAS, all affiliates duplicate the same functions of mem-
bership maintenance and registration,

WHEREAS, streamlining the registration process will increase 
efficiency, saving time and money for local affiliates,

WHEREAS, affiliates are looking for strong ties between NCSS 
and local organizations,

WHEREAS, younger teachers are more likely to pay online, and 
NCSS is trying to increase membership from that group,

WHEREAS, increased membership enhances our voice in pur-
suing social studies issues in Congress and state legislatures,

BE IT RESOLVED that the NCSS Board explore contracting 
centralized online membership registration for interested affiliates 
where affiliates receive direct deposit of funds.

06-02 NCSS Enabling Local, Regional, or State 
Councils in Hosting National Conferences 
Supported by: Washington State, Prince George’s County (Md.), 
Tucson (Ariz.)

Rationale: Often local, state, and regional councils are faced with 
financial losses and the foregoing of local retreats and conventions 
resulting in loss of membership and income to support their local 
activities. Additionally, local, state, and regional councils often 
suffer a great commitment of time and effort to support the national 
conference resulting in fewer resources for continued local efforts 
throughout the year.

WHEREAS, local, state, and regional councils often forego their 
fall conferences and other activities resulting in loss of income and 
placing a financial burden on operating budgets,

WHEREAS, local, state, and regional councils make a large 
manpower and resource commitment to the national effort resulting 
in fewer resources for local, state, and regional efforts,

WHEREAS, having NCSS conferences increases memberships 
in local, state, and regional and national councils,

WHEREAS, having the NCSS conference in a variety of loca-
tions increases geographical awareness and diversity among its 
members,

BE IT RESOLVED that NCSS will actively explore efforts to 

support the financial well being and survival of the local, state, and 
regional councils.

06-03 Historical Resources Access 
Supported by: Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
and ATSS/UFT

Rationale: Social studies education, testing, and assessment are 
focusing increasingly on historical records and artifacts.

WHEREAS, archivists, curators, and other primary source spe-
cialists are crucial members of social studies education and,

WHEREAS, the study of any social science demands access to 
historical records and artifacts to document our collective heritage 
and,

WHEREAS, one function of social studies education is to permit 
students to become social scientists and use an array of historical 
records and resources,

WHEREAS, in recent years public funding for these purposes 
has decreased,

BE IT RESOLVED that NCSS pursue legislative action to 
restore adequate funding for national, state, and local archives, his-
toric sites, and history focused museums.

06-04 Professional Development Funding for 
Social Studies Education 
Supported by: Illinois, South Carolina, Texas, and Wisconsin

Rationale: Because professional development opportunities are 
crucial for effective social studies instruction, the continuation and 
enhancement of national funding is vital.

WHEREAS, Title II professional development funding is often 
not available to social studies educators on the local level,

WHEREAS, the Teaching American History grants are excellent 
opportunities for classroom teachers,

WHEREAS, social studies integrates and has positive impact on 
other content areas in the curriculum,

BE IT RESOLVED, NCSS provides an endorsement to local and 
state councils conveying the importance of present and future fund-
ing for professional development opportunities for social studies 
education.

06-07 State Social Studies Alliance 
Supported by: Florida, Michigan, Missouri, and Tennessee

Rationale: Social studies are vital to maintaining our democracy. 
The future of social studies education is at a critical point in our 
nation and limited collaboration and dialogue exists between state 
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social studies councils and other state and local social studies con-
tent organizations.

WHEREAS, social studies is increasingly marginalized in 
schools,

WHEREAS, all society has a vested interest in creating literate 
citizens,

WHEREAS, currently, content organizations work on advocacy 
in isolation,

WHEREAS, resources for professional development are limited,

BE IT RESOLVED that NCSS will continue to encourage and 
support state councils to take leadership roles in forging social 
studies alliances with other state and local social studies content 
organizations.

06-08 National Social Studies Alliance 
Supported by: Florida, Michigan, Missouri, and Tennessee

Rationale: Social studies are vital to maintaining our democracy. 
Because the future of social studies education is at a critical point 
in our nation, we recognize the need for collaboration and dialogue 
between NCSS and other national content organizations.

WHEREAS, social studies is increasingly marginalized in 
schools,

WHEREAS, all society has a vested interest in creating literate 
citizens,

WHEREAS, currently, content organizations work on advocacy 
in isolation,

BE IT RESOLVED that NCSS will continue to take a leadership 
role to form alliances and partnerships with other content organiza-
tions.

06-09 Conference Director Help from NCSS 
Supported by Ohio

Rationale: Since the planning of a conference at any level (local, 
state, regional, or national) demands a great deal of skill and atten-
tion to detail, as well as specialized business acumen;

WHEREAS, state councils have limited resources (financial and 
organizational, personnel, and time availability) to put on these 
conferences, and

WHEREAS, the training of state and regional conference direc-
tors is spotty and often learned by experiences encountered while 
on the job,

BE IT RESOLVED that NCSS will continue to share the exper-

tise of the NCSS Conference Director with state and regional 
conference directors at the Summer Leadership Institute, Annual 
Conference, or other such functions.

06-10 Intelligent Design/Creationism in Social 
Studies Curriculum 
Supported by: California, Indiana, Minnesota, Ohio, Tennessee 
and Texas, ATSS/UFT

Rationale: Efforts are currently underway to have social studies 
curricula serve as venues for instruction in alternatives to evolu-
tionary theory. It is imperative that the NCSS take a position on 
this issue before it becomes a fait accompli in the nation’s school 
districts.

WHEREAS, proposals to incorporate instruction in alternatives 
to evolutionary theory within social studies programs are currently 
being made in various states and,

WHEREAS, proposals to incorporate instruction in alternatives 
to evolutionary theory within social studies programs are being 
endorsed by public and non-public officials, school board candi-
dates, and an attorney for the National School Boards Association 
and,

WHEREAS, instruction in topics such as intelligent design and 
creationism have been proposed as alternatives to the scientific 
theory of evolution and,

WHEREAS, the scientific theory of evolution is not an essential 
element of any social studies discipline and,

WHEREAS, the proponents of alternatives to evolutionary the-
ory want those alternatives taught as legitimate scientific challenges 
to evolutionary theory and not as beliefs with religious origins or as 
part of a study of comparative religious beliefs and,

BE IT RESOLVED that the National Council for the Social 
Studies Board of Directors take all appropriate measures to aid 
social studies teachers, school administrators, and local school 
boards in resisting efforts to include instruction in alternatives to 
evolutionary theory within social studies programs and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Council for 
the Social Studies disseminates a clear, concise rationale for not 
including instruction in alternatives to evolutionary theory within 
social studies programs and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Council for 
the Social Studies endorses the study of controversies surrounding 
the teaching of evolution, creationism, and intelligent design in the 
context of courses addressing public policy issues, comparative reli-
gious beliefs, or other similar topics. 

The 2007 Conference will be held November 30–December 2 at the San Diego Convention Center, 
overlooking scenic Coronado Bay and the historic Gaslamp Quarter. San Diego is rich with opportuni-
ties for crossing cultural and geographic borders while building new bridges of knowledge and under-
standing.

Conference Strands
• Advocacy
• Curriculum Connections
• Diverse Learners
• Effective Instructional Strategies
• Human Rights
• Language & Literacy
• Migration

Special Features
• Elementary Outreach
• International Encounters
• Novice Teacher Workshops
• Professional Credits
• Urban Educator Seminars
• Technology Showcase

San Diego Highlights
• Balboa Park Museums
• Harbor Excursion
• Historic Old Town
• San Diego Zoo
• Sea World
• Tijuana Trolley

Check the conference page of your National Council for the Social Studies web site for the latest conference information. www.socialstudies.org/conference
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Save the date for our conference in family-friendly San Diego. 
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